Genital samples from pregnant women were examined to determine the Candida species present and how some predisposing factors would affect the frequency of isolation of species. A total of 147 women (87 volunteer asymptomatic pregnant women and 60 asymptomatic nonpregnant women) were examined. High Vaginal Swabs (HVS) were collected in pairs while demographic data (age of individual, age of pregnancy, occupation and use of contraceptive pill) on each subject were obtained alongside. Samples were cultured on Sabouraud Dextrose Agar plates and incubated for 72 hours at 37°C. Results revealed five Candida species (C.albicans, C.glabrata, C.tropicalis, C.stellatoidea, C.parapsilosis) with 61.5, 17.9, 7.7, 5.1, 2.6 % frequency of isolation respectively, as against 73.7, 7.7, 1.4, 11.3, and 0.0% for control. Women in the second trimester of pregnancy had the highest occurrence (68.8%) while the age groups 24-30 and 31-37 years had the highest occurrence in the control (46.2%) and in the pregnant ones (51.7%) respectively. Traders had 68.8%, and full-time housewives, 26.7% occurrence. More women who used contraceptives had Candida (58.3%) as against non contraceptive users (35.3%). The results support literature reports that there are high rates of colonization of the vagina of pregnant women by Candida. They also give credence to earlier reports that the factors determined here affect the frequency of isolation of Candida species from the vagina.
producing progressive systemic disease (1) . Some Candida species are also found in the soil and food (2) . 92
The fungus Candida lives in small numbers in a healthy vagina, rectum and mouth (3, 4) . About 75% of women generally harbour this fungus without it causing harm to them (5, 6 
Materials and Methods

Specimens
Identification of Candida species:
Specimens were identified using CHROMagar Candida (France) and API 20C System (Analytab Products, USA) according to earlier procedures (11, 12) .
Statistical analysis: Chi-Square test was
used to analyze the results.
Results
Five Candida species were isolated with varying distributions, namely, C .albicans (61.5, 73.7), C. glabrata (17.9, 7.7), C. tropicalis (7.7, 1.4), C. stellatoidea 
Discussion
Out of the 87 samples 44.8% were positive while for controls 46.7% were Candida-positive. These rates are high and compare well with earlier reports (13, 14) . Candida albicans was most frequently isolated; this distribution is close to the result reported before (15, 16) . Although C. albicans is widely reported in literature to be the most frequently isolated Candida species (4, 17) other Candida species are now being isolated with high rates (12, 14) . Candida albicans produces protease, phosphatase and carbohydrates which enhance its attachment to human epithelium (18, 19) . Although such factors are also being studied in other Candida species, information on non-albicans Candida species is still scanty (19, 20) . There are indications that the factors studied here affect the rate of isolation of Candida species from pregnant women.
